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The Bureau of Insular Affairs of the
War Department has been adyised that
the Philippine Commission has decided
that for ifive years more (he Spanish
language shall be the wotficial languag:

of the Courts of Justice in the Philip- |

pine Islands, by the end of which time

NEWS

shall be imprisoned for life. Abettors
il the erime shall be considered princi-
pals, and a person harboring a fugitive
lascazsin of one of them shall be im-
prizonsd for from one to 25 vears.

The bill also provides that any one
who teaches doctrines that would favor

the Commission hopes to be able to | the killing of the President or those in
have the English language adopted in|line of suceession shall be fined from

iis stead.
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Representative Robert Bonynge, of
Denver, Colo., has presented President
Rooscvelt with a gold heart given by
the people of that State. The money
for the heart, which contains no alloy
of any kind, was raised by popular sub-
scription, each donation being one
penny. A total of §,000 pennies was|
sent to Denver. These were added to |
In other directions. sufficient money be-
ing gathered to make a total of several
hundred dollars.

The heart was incased in a beautiful |
box, upon which is this inseription: |
“From the heart of the Rocky Moun-
tains this symbol of pure Colorado gold
is sent by men, women and children,
rich and poor sharing alike, to Theo-
dore Roosevelt, President of the United
Btates, whose great heart brought peace
to the people of Japan and Russia.
Thanksziving Day, 1903, A. D.”

The President received the heart with
expressions of deep pleasure, and asked
that his thanks be conveyed to the peo-
ple who sent it to him.
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@Gen. Chaffee, Chief of Staff, made an
address in Los Angeles the other night,
at a reception given in his honor, and
In discuszing war and the work of the
Army said:

“Gentlemen, war will come again.
There are plenty of men in this room
who will see our country at war again.
Not on our own soil, perhaps; you must
remember that we have now become
one of the Nations of the earth. We
have great interests to defend.

“When that war comes we must be
Intelligently prepared for it. DModern
war is not what war used to be. No
one is now fitted to command troops|
who is not a scientific and well-trained |
man. Modern war must be scientifically
treated to save human life.

“The Japanese are a military people,
but we are not. We do not get on with
military preparations as they do, but
we should be ready for contlicts.”
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In place of being a son of the East

3500 to $5.,000, or imprisoned for from
one to 20 vears, or both.
= L L

Senator Proctor, of Vermont, an-
nounces that he will retire from poli-
tics and public life in 1909, at the end
of President Roosevelt's term. Senator
P'roctor will then have served 20 years,
but will still have two years of his term
remaining. He says that he wants to
give a new Senator a chance to begin
lis: service with a new President, which
would go to show that Senator Proctor
does not believe that the President will
be again a candidate. Senator Proctor
is a very wealthy man, and his years
are weighing upon him, so he thinks it
hest to retire. and let his son become
Governor of Vermont, if the people will
have him. The ¢ry has been “too much
Proctor.” it is said, and Senator Proc-
tor believes in giving young men a
chance.
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Korea sent an Embassador here to
talk with the President and to plead
with Congress to intercede with and
prevent Japan from establishing a Pro-
tectorate over the little Kingdom. But
it's no go. The President declines to
interfere, and Congress won't. Korea
is between the devil and the deep sea,
and she will hav.e t.o ta.ke her medicine.

It is said that Kalanianiole, the Dele-
gate from Hawalii, is one of the politest
men in the House, and that is possi-
bly true. He did a very gracious thing
on opening day, and one that it is not
probable many men would do. He had
the good fortune to be called eariy to
select his seat and he took the one
which Representative Dalzell (Pa.)
has occupied for several terms. Mr.
Dalzell's name was not called till long
near the end, and all the desirable
seats had been chosen. In fact, there
was very ittle choice left, and he would
have had to go over to the “Cherokee
Strip.'" As he passed down the aisle
where his old seat was located, Kalan-
ianiole got up and with a most sweep-
ing bow, motioned the gentleman from
Pennsylvania to his seat. The House

and grandson of the conservative old!
South. the President might be of the|
West western, instead of having spent |
only two or three years there. He has)|
appointed Western men to responsible |
positions whenever he could, particu-
Jarly his Rough Rlider friends, and now |

another appointment is imminent. This
time it is “Bat” Masterson. The Presi- |
dent, it is said, will appoint Bat Mas-|
terson Chief of the Secret Service men |
at the White House. Masterson is a |
different type from the President, al-!

though they are alike brave. Master-|
son has a nerve that is castiron. He |
can face a loaded gun that brushes his
eyve-winkers and not bat an eye. He
has a grasp of steel, a voice as gentle
as a woman's, and is a judge of men, |
which last is as necessary to a Secret |
Service man as any of the other at-|
tributes. He never talks much, he is|
quiet in his ways, and as eve-n-lem-!
pered as they grow them. It was as|
Town Marshal of Dodge City, Kan., that
Bat got his reputation as a “subduer"”
of men. Dodge was a b-a-a-d town;
that's what it was. No one disgraced
himself in that man's town by dying!
with his boots off, and yet “Boot-hill
Cemetery’s” census augmented a “gen-
tleman’” or two a day, with now and
then a “lady.” It was a “cow-town,”
® freighting division, where prairie
schooners fitted up, a stage station, and
was noted for bad booze, outlaws, and
gamblers. Bat was made Town Mar-
shal, and he started in to locate claims
in Boot-hill Cemetery. The rate at
which he accomplished this threatened
race suicide among the “tin-horns” and
other toughs, a.n:l they laid for him.
- L ]

It wasn't any use. Bat was too much
for them, and they began to consider
other locations on toward the sundown
seas. Dodge City’s reputation began
to improve, and in the course of a few
Years respectable people could live
there unmolested. The notches on Mas-
terson’s gun are not as thick as some
of his ardent friends would have peo-
ple believe, for he was never in any
sense a “man-killer” just for the fun
of killing. He is one of those men
who by very force of determination and
will make men do the right thing. That
s his attraction for the President, in
all probability. If appointed, Master-
son will go with the President every-
where, be forever at his heels, and it is
safe to guess that President Roosevelt
will never be able to give Masterson
the slip as he often does the other men
who guard him. Masterson will be
right there, and don’t you forget it.
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It Is stated by Consul Mahin, of Not-
tinghamshire, Eng., that the United
Btates leads in enormous expenditures
in its Postal Department and also in
deficit there. Our Postal deficit this
Year is $4,239,000. Great Britain runs
her postal affairs with a profit of $22,-
000,000.
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In an Executive Order, President
Rooseveit authorized steps toward the
investigation of the sanitary conditions
in Government offices and workshops
throughout the country, with the view
particularly of aiding in the work
against the spread of the “white
plague ' —tuberculosis—among Federal
employves, Surgeon-General Robert M. |
O’Reilly, U. 8. A.; Surgeon-General P.
M. Rixey. U. S. N_, and Surgeon-General
Walter Wyman, of the Public Health
and Marine Hospital Service, form a
committee to prepare and submit to the
President for approval a plan for car-
rying out his instructions.
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Tardily, now, Congress wants to help
Gen. Porter, formerly Embassador to
France, pay for finding and exhuming |
the remains of Paul Jones and sending |
them to this country. This little mat-!
ter cost Gen. Porter about $30,000.
Congress simply sat on such payment
Jast session, and Gen. Porter went on
and did the thing himself from sheer

patriotism. Now he says he will not ac-| _

cept any money, but he suggests that
if Congress is in a giving mood, that
it appropriate $30,000 more—what
would naturally come to Gen. Porter—
and add it to the sum for building a

rmanent tomb for the remains of

ul Jones, whose much-troubled dust
NDow reposes in a temporary tomb in
Annapolis.
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It is said that the President is now
the proud possessor of two white bull
terriers for which he paid $150 each.
{hay were prize winners at the recent

ench show in Philadelphia.

- - »

In the Summer the President issued
an Executive Order to the Canal Com-
mission directing that its quarteriy ses-
sions be held in the Isthmus. Most of
the Canal Commission are at home now,
and the President has rescinded that
order and directed that the January
meeting of the Canal Commission be
held in Washington.
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A bill has been introduced by Repre-
pentative Littlefleld, of Maine, which
provides heavy punishment for those
who kill or conspire to kill the Presi-
@ent of the United States, those in line
of succession, and Embassadors and
Ministers of foreign countries accredit-
ed to the United States.

The bill provides that any one who
,kﬂls the President or any of the others
mamed shall suffer death, and any one

be imprisoned 10 years. He who in-

broke into a perfeet storm of applause,
fully appreciating the fact that the
gentleman from Hawaii had really
made a great sacrifice, for during the
next two years he will have to occupy

|an undesirable secat.

* * -

It is not generally understood what
a chance this securing of seats Is. There
are 386 members of the House—250
Republicans and 136 Democrats. By
the way, this is probably the first Con-
gress in which there have been but two
political parties represented in that
body. There are usually three or four
men who have been elected on some
outside issue and who proudly herald
the fact by herding alone. This 59th
Congress has none of these freaks. The
Clerk of the House calls the new Con-
gress to order, the certified roll of
members is then ecalled, and they pro-
ceed to elect a Speaker. It seems a
little odd that they should do this be-
fore they are sworn in, but they do.
The “Father"” of the House, the oldest
member, swears the Speaker in. Gen.
Harry Bingham (Pa.) is now the rank-
ing member in point of service, and has
sworn in a great many Speakers. After
the Speaker is installed in his chair,
the roll of members is called by States,
half a dozen together, and they all
trot down to the Speaker’s lobby, the
open space in front of the Speaker, and
ruising their right hands take oath to
support the Constitution and to defend
it and the United States from all ene-
mies, foreign and domestic, and they
are then fulifledged members of Con-
gress, and what a proud lot they are—
the new ones. The older members
know just exactly what atoms they are
in the great maelstrom.
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Then a boy page is blindfolded and
brought up to the Chief Clerk's desk.
In his hands is placed a great wooden
box in which are just as many white
marbles as there are members of the
House—386 this year, as has been
stated. Each one of these marbles
bears upon its white surface a num-
ber, these running from 1 to 386 In-
clusive. These numbers correspond
with the alphabetical list of the Mem-
bers of the House, and before the
drawing takes place each member is
given a large sheet of paper on which
is printed this list with the numbers.
The page pulls out a marble, the clerk
takes it and reads it aloud, and yet an-
other clerk looks for the name of the
member opposite that number on the
sheet of paper, and announces it in a
big round voice. The member 80 named
then selects the best seat that he finds
unoccupied and holds it for the entire
term of Congress. This goes on until
every member t:ns drawn his seat.

L L
Before proceeding to draw for the
seats, however, the Speaker of the
House, all ex-Speakers who may be
members of Congress, the “Father” of
the House, and the very deaf members,
as well as the floor leaders on both
sides of tne House, are permitted to se-
lect their seats first. The House is, of
course, seated evenly on two sides of
the main aisle. The Democratic side
of the House has always been to the
right of the Speaker, and the Repub-
licans sit at the left as the Speaker
faces the House, the main aisle being
the dividing line. But when either
party sends a ponderous majority to
Congress, the minority party has to
take smaller space, This Congress,
the Republicans lap over one whole
section on the Democratic side, leaving
three of the inside sections to the Dem-
ocrats, the last section on the extreme
right of the Speaker being also as-
signed to the Republicans, and which
is usually called the “Cherokee Btrip,”
or “no-man’s land.” When this is all
decided, the Congress is usually ready
for business.
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“Aye, tear her tattered ensign down,
L.ong has it waved on high''—

You all remember the stirring old
poem about the Constitution—"Iron-
sides,” and how it thrilled you when
you read it in your school reader—a
long time ago, however. They don't
put poems like “Old Ironsides” in the
school readers now. They run to calm,
dispassionate things, like Bryan's apos-
trophe to silver, or funny akits llke
“Where am I at,”” or poems of peace
and things of that kind. No war ple-
tures, nor war stories—they might stir
the blood of the young and make them
desire to emulate their patriotic sires.
No orations,—all that is obsolete, and
so is a good deal of the proper kind of
education In the public schools, for
that matter; but, to get back to Iron-
sides, it was one of the finest poems
ever written, and is yet. If Holmes
had never written any other, “0OIld
Ironsides’” would have made him fam-
ous. Well, Becretary of the Navy Bon-
aparte wants the grand old frigate,
which defeated every adversary she
ever met In single combat, taken out
into the middle of the ocean some-
where and shot to death. Shot till so
full of lead she will sink and never
more be seen of men. It i{s a brave
Secretary of the Navy indeed that
would make mc:: I.. rot.'.ommendauon.

The Constitution, Becretary Bona-
parte says, is not the "old” Constitu-
tion, but is a frigate which has been
remodeled and made over until none of
the timbers which are in view are the
original, but about three times re-

‘who attempts to kill any of them shall
illot- injuries upon any one of them

moved. Well, s’pose they are not; who

cares? The old skeleton is there. It
has a few modern clothes over it to
kcep decay away, but there is the
frame of the old frigate, and we love
it. Secretary Bonaparte does not want
any money appropriated to restore the
Constitution; in fact, he does not want
to spend any money on her at all, and
unless somebody does she is going to
g0 to pieces. She lies in Boston har-
bor now, an object of intense interest
to everybody who goes to the historic
city. There are a whole lot of people
who ¢an see no sense in keeping Na-
poleon relics, old hats and old sashes,
and old boots, and such things, but
they do not begrudge Secretary Bona-
parte the right to pay his good money
for these reliecs, which may be manu-
factured, after all's said and done; so
if the people want to keep the Consti-
tution, why not let them, and why not
help them to thus keep ailve the tiny
spark of patriotism?
* L L

“Senator LaFollette, of Wisconsin.”
That is how it will look in the Congres-
sional Directory during the next six

yYears. From an embarrassment of
riches, the Governorship and the
United States Senate, the Senate

bagged the game.
. *

Secretary Hitchcock has made a de-
cision agalnst “Squaw-men’ getting an
allotment of Indifan lands, which seems
to be righteous. Men for the sake of
a few hundred acres of land have been
in the habit of going to the Indian Ter-
ritory, annexing an Indian wife, and
then under the plea that by marrying
an Indian woman he has been adopted
into the tribe and has a right to an
allotment of land along with the In-
dians. Such men are known as
“Squaw-men,” and the most of them
are soldiers of fortune, very poor sol-
diers of a hard master, and after get-
ting the land desert wives and chil-
dren. Secretary Hitchcock has now
decided that such men cannot get In-
dian land, and that such practices must
be broken up.
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Prince Al Hadjl, of his Majesty's do-
minion, King Menelik, of Abyssinia,
won't discuss race suicide, and you'll
never find out from him whether it is
taking root in Africa or nott He was
asked how many children he had, and
retorted that In his country it was a
crime to discuss children.
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The Daughters of the American Rey-

olution of the District of Columbia,
Mrs. Ellen Spencer Mussey Regent,
gave a magnificent reception to “the

President-General of the National So-
ciety last Wednesday evening at the
Arlington. It wasa largely-attended af-
fair. nearly 2,000 people shaking hands
with the President-General during the
evening. Mrs. McLean has made
friends from the very start, as Presi-
de nt-General, and there seems to be
no doubt that she will be given a sec-
ond term, though there are a good
many who ecling to the hope that the
wife of the Vice President, Mrs. Fair-
barks, may be elected again. Although
in the eity, Mrs. Fairbanks did not at-
tend the reception to Mrs. McLean
Wednesday evening. It is a little odd,
only one Past President-General of the
D. A. R. has ever cared to affiliate
with the Daughters in Washington af-
ter retiring from oflice, and that Is Mrs.
Charles W. Foster. Mrs. Stevenson
and Mrs. Manning have never been in
the Congress since they retired.
- - L

Comrade Yeakel, who served in the
14ith Pa., passcd through the city with
others on his way to Andersonville. He
was captured in the Wilderness and
kept in prison nine months, incurring
disabilities from scurvy which have
lamed him for life. He and his son
are the editors and proprietors of the
Record at North Wales, Pa., near Phil-
adelphia, and have a handsome little
paper with a prosperous business.
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Comrade Frank McMahon, of the
13th Pa. Cav., was among the visitors
to the unvailing of the monument at
Andersonville. He was taken prisoner at
Cold Harbor, and since the war has
resided at Lock Haven, Pa., where he
is a merchant.
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There is crying need in Washington
for a temporary home for veterans who
come to Washington for one reason or
another and get stranded here. There
is a little temporary home which ac-
commodates 20 men, but its capacity
is tested almost every day during
the Winter, when 40 veterans have
been crowded into it. It is & poor ex-
cuse for a home, but such as it is has
saved many an old soldier from the
poorhouse, The soldiers of the Regu-
lar Army have a magnificent home
here. It is one of the finest pleces of
property in the whole country, to begin
with, and has been improved and beau-
tified until it is well nigh perfect in all
its appointments. But it is for retired
men of the Regular establishment, or
for those who are {l], and no others can
be accommodated in it. It is supported
entirely by the men themselves, and not
a penny of money is appropriated for
it by Congress. Yet, veterans of the
war of the rebellion have been taken
care of there in emergency cases, for
there is a comradeship between them
and the Regulars; but such arrange-
ments are only of the most temporary
character, Some other provision must be
made for the veterans.
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The Grand Army of the Republi,
the Woman’'s Relief Corps and several
other patriotic organlzations have taken
up the matter of providing better ac-
commodations for the stranded veter-
ans in the District. Mrs, Lida J. Hart,
President of the Department of Poto-
mac, issued a letter to the Corps of the
Department, asking their assistance in
the matter, and the response was in-
stant. Thus far the Woman's Relief
Corps is the only organization which
has appropriated any money for the
temporary Home, but it {s expected that
others will follow sult.very soon,
L ] L]

Within the next few days Senator
Gallinger, Chairman of the Senate
Committee on the District of Colum-
bia, will introduce a bill in the Sen-
ate providing for the purchasing of a
site for a temporary Home for volun-
teer soldiers, sallors and marines of
the civil war.

The bill ecalls for an appropriation of
$75,000. Of this $46,000 is to be ex-
pended for the purchase of the prop-
erty, and the balance, $29,000, to be
used for immediate improvements.

The Treasurer of the United States
will be Treasurer of the funds, and all
warrants for expenditures must have
the signatures of the President of the
Board of Managers, which shall be ap-
pointed by the District Commissioners
and the Buperintendent of the Home.

The property which it is hoped can
be acquired is an old brick mansion and
beauntiful grounds out near the Soldiers’
Home, known a great many years ago
as Schutzen Park.
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By direction of the President, J. C.
Pettijohn, Register of the General Land
Office at Valentine, Neb., has been
summarily dismissed on the charge of
participating in questionable land deals.
Also, the resignation of the Recelver of
the Land Office at that point, Albert L.
Towle, has been requested.

» L] L

Senator Teller has been 29 years a
member of the United Btates Senate,
and Senator Allison, of Iowa, s the only
man in’'that body at this time who was
there when Teller was sworn in. They
met on opening day, and Senator Teller
called S8enator Alison’s attention to this
fact. Senator Allison, who is gray as
a rat, but big and strong, with the com-
plexion of a girl, so fresh looking is it,
declared that it would be but a few
years until “boys’” would be filling their
places. Senator Teller has aged per-
ceptibly in the last year or two. He I8
thinner and much more wrinkled, while
his step is almost as slow and uncertain
as Senator Platt’s.
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Years and years ago, when Speaker
Cannon was a kid in the House, and
Kelifer, of Ohlo, was Speaker, he was
kind to Cannon, and placed him on the

Appropriations Committee, a berth that
every member of the House is ambi-
tious to have. Cannon proved worthy
ot the confidence displaved in him by
the then 8peaker,'and a brief two
ycars ago graduated from the head of
that Committee intp the Speakership
of the greatest lawmaking body in the
world. Now SpeakBr Cannon is able
to reciprocate. Ex-Spenker Keifer is
back, after an absence of 20 vears, with
ripe experience;, and still active, physi-
cally and mentally, despite his 75
years. Speaker Carinon will place ex-
Speaker Keifer on the Appropriations

Committee,
- L] L]
Gen. Keifer tried to find his old seat
in the House, but eouldn't. *“There
have been s0 many changes In the

House," he said, “that I can scarcely
locate myself.”” He found about the
piace where he used to sit, however,
and by the courtesy of the House was
permitted to seat himself there perma-
nently.

L] - »

Representative Brownlow, who has
a powerful physique and a head to
match, has probably pumped that same
head on an upper berth once too often.
He has introduced a bill making it a
misdemeanor to make up (or down)
an upper berth unlesstlt is really sold.
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There have been persistent rumors
that Senator Depew would resign from
the United BStates Senate. These he
emphatically denies the truth of. He
says he has not thought of resigning—
from the United States Senate. He has
resigned from the New York Life, how-
ever, and his enemies got the resigna-
tions mixed.
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Strong effort will be made at this
session of Congress to obtaln more
money for the Medical and Ordnance
Departments of the Army that the offl-
cers in these Departments may have
increased rank.
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Representative Campbell, of Kan-
sas, who secured the adoption of a res-
olution in the last Congress for the in-
vestigation of the Standard Oil Com-
pany's operations in the Western oil
fields, has introduced a bill to regulate
ventilator, refrigerator, oil, or tank
cars, and all others heretofore termed
private cars, making them subject to
interstate commerce regulations.
Speaking of the bill, Mr, Campbell says
it is intended to protect the little ship-
per and the railroads against the pow=-
er of the big shipper.
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The life-size equestrian statue of
Gen, McClellan ordered by Congress
and just completed by Frederick Mac-
monnies was on exhibition in the sculp-
tor's studio in Paris recently, where it
was viewed by Frank H. Mason, the
American Consul-General, in behalf of
the State Department and by Macmon-
nies’s friends. The statue is said to be
of exceptional vigor, the horse and
rider having the animation of the bat-
tlefield,

It is expected that it soon will be
shipped to the United States. It will
be placed on the reservation fronting
the British Embassy here in Washing-
ton.
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One move on a Senate Committee,
especially if it is at the head, makes
breaks pretty well along the line. For
inglance, Senator Proctor has an-
nounced his intention of resigning his
membership on the Senate Committee
on Military Affairs, of which he is
ranking member and Acting Chalirman,
and will retain the Chairmanship of
the Committee on Agriculture.

This will make Senator Warren
Chairman of the Military Affairs Com-
mittee, and his place ag Chalrman of
the Committee on Claims probably will
be taken by Senator Fulton, of Oregon.
Senator Warren is the ranking member
of the Committee on Public Buildings
and Grounds, and his acceptance of the
Chairmanship of Military Affairs will
gilve Senator Scott, of West Virginia,
an opportunity to succeed Vice Presi-
dent Fairbanks, who was Chairman of
the Public Bu!leln;;s Committee.

L

The monthly report of the Commis-
sioner of Pensions, giving the opera-
tions of the Bureau for the month,
shows that there was a decrease of 4,-
939 pensions in October.

The loss in the roll Is shown by the
following statistics: By death, 4,704;
by remarriage, 74; minors by legal lim-
Itation, 89; by fallure to claim. 32; for
clher causes, 40.: tgtal.. 4,939.

The latest information furnished by
the United States Geological Survey
regarding Alarka is that the resources
of that Territory will never be ade-
quately exploited until means for im-
porting the neceasities of life and ex-
porting the products of the country be-
come more abundant and more eco-
nomical.

The Government has recently made
topographic and geologic surveys of
Alaska, which it is claimed should be
of great practical value to road and
railway bulilders. The Department
contends that under the present poor
transpor-tatior facilities fn Alaska no
large development of mineral resources
may be expected.
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In a report written for the United
States Geological Survey by Charles G.
Yale on the production, imports, uses,
and technology of borax, it is shown
that the output of that product In the
United States comes from California,
and that the larger part of it from the
extensive colemanite deposits of San
Bernardino County. The total product
of borax for the year 1904 amounted
to 45,647 tons crude, valued at $698,-
810, showing an increase in product
over the year of 1903 by nearly 12,000
tons. Mr. Yale's report shows that in
1904 163,962 pounds of borax, valued
at $10,569, was imported into the
United States.
L] L ]

Comrade Joseph Shaffer, of
noldsville, Pa., and D. R. Flickinger,
of Marysville, Pa., were among the
Pennsylvania visitors to Andersonville
who stopped in Washington. Comrade
Shaffer served In the Tth Pa. Reserves,
and Is an express agent in Reynolds-
ville, Comrade Flickinger served In
the 49th Pa.

Rey-

Minister Takahira has sald good-by
to us, and turned his face toward the
COrlent for a long rest. which he needs,
and which he pre-eminently deserves.
The furlough was granted him over two
years ago, but he has nat been able to
get away. The Japanese Miniater has
been very ill during the past year, and
his health was nearly wreckad by his
close attention to the business of Japan
during the Peace negotiations. He will
not return before next ;Bpring, anqg it is
Just barely possible that he may not
come back at all. There will be sincere
regret in officlal circles if he does not
return, for, no matter how good a man
Japan may send here, he can never
mand any higher In,the. estimation of
the people than the little dark states-
man who has been like a “great rock
in the desert” to his 'people this last
Summer. Pl
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A plcturesque caller upon the Presi-
dent last week was Hannibal A. J. Har-
lan, nearly 90 years of age. He repre-
s¢ented Indiana in the 31st and 334 Con-
gresees, and the Prestilent was glad to
meet him.
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Secretary Shaw usually talks straight
from the shoulder, and he has this to
say, in his annual report, of Govern-
ment clerks and their disposition to live
up to the limit of their salaries and
even beyond:

“The atmosphere of the Departments
Is not favorable to the accumulation of
savings. The average clerk llves to the
limit of hls income, and many are in
debt. There is probably no city in the
werld where the rate of compensation
for ordinary gervices is as high as in
Washington, and there iz certainly no
eity of its size in this country where
savings bank deMu are as small.”

-

How about the Panama Canal busi-
nese? Well, now, you tell. Secretary
Taft went up to the Houase and camped

on the trall until it passed an emergency

appropriation of $11,000,000. Secre-
tary Taft asked for $16,000,000, but was
thankful to get the smaller sum, hop-
ing to get more after a while. He's
got to have it, if the Panama establish-
ment is kept up, and that is all there
is to it. Congress is rather belligerent,
and even the Republicans are notstand-
irg by the President as it was expected
they would. Here is what one Repub-
lican, prominent and influential, says:
L] L ] L ]

“Here comes the President with an
admonition to Congress to be frugal and
economical, to scan expenditures, and
on the heels of this warning there is
precipitated wupon Congress evidence
that tha Administration has been deal-
irg out salaries with a lavish hand to
its particular friends. Take that salary
of $10,000 to the Press Agent of the
(‘ommission, and compare it witn the
salary of $8,000 which the Secretary of
War, who is at the head of the whole
canal project, s paid. There is a Gen-
eral Auditor, who draws $10.000, and
after he has audited the accounts they
have to go to the regular Auditor of
tshe ogVar Department, who gets only
4,500.

“There is a Purchasing Agent at $10,-
000, probably three times the amount
paid to men in the Army and Navy who
purchase as many supplies as he will
be called upon to buy. There is the
case of the Paymaster who went out In
November, an officer in the Navy. His
salary in the Navy was $2,400, but the
Canal Commission pays him $6,000. His
successor has been jumped to $9,000.

“There is the Chief Sanitary Officer,
an officer in the Army, where he gets
$4,950 as a Surgeon, but his services to
the Canal Commission are rated at $10,-
000. The Chief Quarantine Officer is a
Surgeon in the Marine Hospital Service
at $3,250, but his worth to the Com=~
mission is supposed to be $7,000. Of
course, they do not get that compensa-
tion in addition to their service pay.

‘“These are a few of the cases among
the many instances of high-priced men
employed by the Commission.

“The Republicans intend to stand by
the Commission, but we cannot be
blamed for feeling angry that the Ad-
ministration has given opportunity for
criticism.”

e o @

Senator Mitchell, of Oregon, is dead,
and for once it may be called a merciful
intervention of Providence. All pro-
ceedings against him are now quashed,
and he stands as though never convict-
ed, as he had not entered upon expiat-
ing the penalty. He began life wrong,
and he ended it under a cloud, though
it 1s truthfully said of him that his mid-
dle life was free from blemish, and that
as far as he could he righted the Indis-
cretions of his early manhood. He mar-
ried, when young, a woman in Penn-
sylvania, his native State, and ran away
and left her, changing his name from
Hipple to Mltchell. He went into the
boundless West, a pioneer, and there
lived a perfectly straight life up to the
time that he connected himself with
the land frauds of which he was
charged and convicted. He married
again, and then made proper settle-
ment for the wrong he had done the
first wife. He had four daughters and
two sons. One daughter is the Duchess
Rochefocauld, and lives in Paris. Her
mother, who has been virtually scp-
arated from Senator Mitchell for years,
lives with this daughter, who as Mattie
Mitehell was a belle here in the late
'S0’s, and was married here In 1891.
Senator Mitchell dled from loss of
blood, after having had four teeth ex-
tracted, but he was in a low nervous
condition, anyhow. A peculiar condi-
tion exists in both House and Senate
concerning his death. In the House
there is no representative from Oregon
qualified to sit, both members, William-
son and Hermann, being under indict-
ment for land frauds, so that there is
no one from Oregon to announce the
death of Senator Mitchell, and move to
adjourn as a tribute to his memory, if
indeed such a motion may be properly

made,
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The quandary fn the Senate is pitia-
ble. BSenator Mitchell, who had hosts
of friends in that body, was charged
with a penitentiary crime, and had been
sentenced to serve his term of six
months, but commitment was withheld
for appeal to the United States Supreme
Court. He stood practically debarred
from entering the United States Senate
under the United States Statutes, and
yet went to his death before sentence
could be executed. The United States
Senate has always been a conservative
body, extremely slow to take violent
action, and had not even asked Senator
Mitchell to resign from the committees
of which he was a member, but the
Senator, realizing the position his col-
leagues were in, sent in his resignation,
and asked to be left off of all commit-
tees. Oregon has one uncorrupted mems=-
ber in Congress, Senator Fulton, and
he will, on Monday, Dec. 11, announce
the death of Senator Mitchell; but will
he proceed to the further announcement
or request that ‘“The Senate do now ad-
journ as a mark of respect to the late
Senator from Oregon?”’ That is the
correct motion, but can the TUnited
States Senate ignore the conviction and
sentence to the penitentiary of a mem-
ber of its honorable body, i3 a gquestion
that about 89 of them are asking each
other. It is usual to appoint a number
of members of the House and of the
Senate as an escort for the body of a
dead member, Will the two Houses of
Congress do this? It is thought prob-
ahle that this matter will not be touched
upon, as it would be Impossible to reach
Portland in time for the funeral under
any conditions.

. ®

Among the Pennsylvania veterans
who visited Washington on their way to
the ceremonies at Andersonville were
Comrade R. F. Whitmoyer, 106th Pa.,
Millville, Pa.; Herman Miller, 148th
Pa., Bellefonte, and John McKelvey,
4th Pa. Cav., Center County. Comrades
Whitmoyer and McKelvey are farmers
and Comrade Miller is a carpenter.
Also, Alfred Gracey, 107th Pa., Everett,
Pa., who was captured the first day at
Gettysburg, and was a prisoner 20
months.

&

Noting the rapid change in motive
power Sir Alfred Hickman states that
in his own works 24 valuable
steam engines have been replaced with-
in a few yvears by electric motors driven
by gas engines., This is estimated to
have brought a saving In fuel alone of
$37,600 a year. If the future motors
are to be driven by explosion, he sug-
gests the use of powder or dynamite,
and predicts fame and fortune to the
man harnessing dynamite for powder.

NICKNAMES OF MOUNTAINEERS.

How the Peeple of Easterm Kentucky
Sometimea Acquire New Names.

In the trial of Curtis Jett at Cyn-
thiana the people of Kentucky were
given a splendid {llustration of the
fondness of mountain people for nick-
names, says the ILouisville Courler-
Journal. Jett himself was called “Wild
Dog.” while among the witnesses were
“'Big Pistol” Spicer, “Little Pistol” No-
ble, “Wild Hog"” Combs and “Tickey
Jim” Back. Now, these are not iso-
lated cases of nicknaming, but the cus-
tom {s so0 general in some sections of
the country that fortunate indeed is
the mountain man who goes through
life without some characteristic nick-
name. Oftentimes these nicknames are
carried down from one generation to
another, and in some instances have
come to be regarded as the family
names of the people.

One prominent citizen of a mountain
town who Is noted for his talkativeness
somehow or other got the nickname of
“Windy,” and his children are called
“Little Windy,” “Young Windy" or
“Windy, Jr.” The younger generation
seem to take the name as a matter of
consequence, and appear to enjoy rather
than object to its application to them.
The suns and moons of many seasons
will rise and set before these people
get rid of their nickname, if they are
ever freed from |it.

One of the Professors of the 8. P.
L.ees Collegiate Institute at Jackson
sang a song at a college entertainment
and the chorus to It was the long-
continued bray of a mule. The Pro-
fessor’s rendition was perfect, but he
never heard the last of his perform-
ance, being ever afterward called
‘““Mule.” This nickname was frequently
seen written upon the blackboards at
school and upon the fences about the
college campus, much to the annoyance
of the dignified scholar.

It was from a citizen of Breathitt
County, “Greasy” Bill Turner, that the
famous 14th Ky. (Union) Cav. in the
civil war got its name of “Greasy Four-
teenth.” The members of his regiment
tried to call themselves “The Bloody
Fourteenth,”” but the popular mind
favored the name “Greasy,” and as long
as there ls the faintest recollection any-
where of this regiment the last name
will stick to it. Turner is now dead,
but for many years he was a notable
citizen of his section—served a number
of terms as Magistrate, but was always
“Squire QGreasy” both in and out of
court, In his presence and out of his
presence.

There are several ex-Sheriffs of
Breathitt still living—one of them {is
called "“Old Nigh-Cuts,” one “Bolling,"”
one ““Wild Hog,” one “Snoot” and an-
other “Boar Eyes.” Every one in the
County knows whom you are talking
about when one of these names is men-
tioned, and the partles themselves are
no exception to the rule. They know
their nicknames fully as well as they
know thelr real cognomens.

An ex-Senator from Breathitt was
called “Old Bally,” and ex-Circuit Clerk
“By Gonies,” an ex-Superintendent of
Schools “Bristle.”” The fact is, there is
scarcely an officeholder in that County
who has not fallen a prey to the fun-
maker and must bear some nickname
as a consequence. The names carry with
them as a usual thing a kind of rough
humor, characteristic of the County and
its people, and most generally are de-
scriptive of some feature or trait of the
persons to whom they are applied.

One thing which strikes strangers as
being very peculiar is the number of
niountain people who have two family
names—not nicknames—one by which
they are commonly known and one
which the parties themselves use in
writing. For instance, a man may be
known In his neighborhood as George
Miller, buit every time he signs his
name to any document it Is written
George Helton.

A lawyer from a distance started out
to find Isaac Martin, but saw no one
on the way who knew his man. Final-
ly, however, he ran upon a party some-
v hat more learned than his neighbors,
who told him it was Ike Fugate whom
he sought, that Martin and Fugate were
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one and the same person. The lawyer
then had no trouble In finding his man,
because everybody knew Ike Fugate,
This condition of affairs resuilts gener-
ally from men being called in their
communities by their mother's family
name instead of their rather's family
name.

The Hagins and Higgins families of
eastern Kentucky are closely related,
and are all descended from a common
ancestry—~likewise the Candles and
Candills, the Bachs and Backs. In fact,
there are numbers of families in that
region diflerent branches of which spell
their names unlike, or pronounce them
unlike.

But there are instances where life in
the mountains has changed the name
of a people entirely.

On Troublesome Creek, Breathitt
County, years ago, lived an old man by
the name of Prewitt Fugate, and strange
to say, all of his descendants have
Prewitt for a family name instead of
Fugate.

Old Benton Combs, who reared a
large family on the same creek, left the
name of Benton as a family name for
his children, or at least his neighbors
have chosen to so call them.

In Jackson there is a very old negro
named Hanson Calmes, who is often
called “General” from the fact that he
was formerly a servant in the family
of Gen. Calmes, the distinguished Ken-
tucky hero of “ye olden times,’* but he
is more frequently called “Hense” for
short. And, singularly enough, every
one of Henson Calmes's children is giv-
en by people generally the family name
of Hense. There are Bill Hense, Pete
Hense, Tom Hense and so on.

Flans to Trap Wolf and Bear.
(Stephenson Journal.)

The increase in the number of bears
and wolves in the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan, and that of the wolf bounty
provided for by the Legislature has
stimulated some of the old hunters of
the Lower Peninsula, who hunted
“bear and wolf’’ south of the straits, to
cross the channel and bait for them
there. An old method of trapping will
be employed.

The plan is to build two trap pens,
one for bears, the other for wolves.
In the first a pig will be used for bait
and the bear watched for and dosed
with lead before he can reach the pork,
it being claimed that a clear-nosed

bear, free from catarrh, can smell a

pig four miles and will leave any
other scent and go after the pig, which
is a great dainty for the bear’'s palate.
In the wolf trap sheep will play the
part of tempter. The pen {is bulit
smallest at the top, high enough to re-
strain the sheep and low enough to ad-
mit the wolf. There {8 an opening at
the apex, large enough for the wolf to
jump through when he comes to get
acquainted with the sheep and take =
midnight lunch with him.  When the
wolf is in, he surveys the dining-room
and tries to make sure that he can get
out where he came In before
the banquet. As soon as he finds-that

he cannot, he loses his appetite and
the hunter finds him Iin the morning.
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All About Pensions.

The «Age” Order.

The laws of June 27, 1896, and May
9, 1900, provided for a pension, accord-
ing to degree of disablility, from $6 to
$12 per month for any soldler of the
war of the DNebelllon who served 90
days and was honorably discharged.

The new “AGE’” Order simply says
that any claimant who has arrived at
the age of 62, or 65, or 68, or 70 is
presumed without further proof (and,
inferentially, without examination) to
be suffering disability sufficient to war-
rant $6 a month pension at age of 62;
$8 a month at age of 656; $10 a month
at age of 68, and $12 a month at age
of 70

To Those Who Have Never Ap-
plied for Pension.

We urge upon these comrades that
it is their duty to apgly. If many are
so well-to-do that they do not need it,
they can apply the money to help those
who do need it. Under the “AGE”
Order an application can be made that,
in most cases, does not involve exam-
ination, which probably removes & fea-
ture that was objectionable to many.
Write to It. W. Shoppell, or The Na-
tional Trihune, Washington, D. C., and

a prdper blank will be mailed you with-
out cost.

Teo General Law Pensioners Drawing Less
Than $13.

If under the law of .Iune.l'?. 1890, as
construed by the New “AGE" Order,
which is given elsewhere, a pensioner
will receive an increase, he should
write to R. W. Shoppell, or The Na-
tional Tribune, Washington, D. C., and
a proper blank will be mailed him
without cost.

To Pensioners Under the Act of June 27,
1800, Whe Are Receiving Less Than
$12 Per Month.

Read very carefully the new “AGE"
Order given in another eolumn. If it
allows you more pension than you are
now receiving, write to R. W. Shoppell,
or The National Tribune, Washington,
D. C., and a proper blank will be mailed
you without cost.

Te Those Wishing te Alleze More Dis-
ability Tham Is Prescribed by the
“Age” Order.

Under the “Age’ Order it is assumed,
if the eontrary does not appear, and all
other legal requirements are properiy
met, that a claimant is half disabled
for manual labor at the age of 62; two-

‘blank will be mailed him

thirds disabled at the age of 65; flve-

sixths at the age of 68, and wholly
disabled at the age of 70. If the claim-
ant cannot show that he has greater
disability-at these respective ages than
is recited above, 1t is of no use for him:
to describe his ailments. It is a disad-
vantage, in fact, because it will incur
the expense and delay of medical ex-
amination. If a claimant s in fair
health for his age, it Is useless to apply
for more than is alilowed by the “Age"
Order.

Any one, however, who is sure that
he is more disabled than is allowed for
by the “AGE" Order should write ‘to
R. W. Shoppell, or The National Trib-
une, Washington, D. C., and a proper
without cost,

Widows.

Upon the death of your soldier hus-

band, apply for pension promptly. It
is one of the provisions he leaves for
‘our maintenance. In most cases the
prnsion will commence from date of
anplicatien. So is lost by de-
iny. Write to R. W. or The
\ational Tribune, Wlﬂn.!: D. C,
and a proper blank will be . od you

without cest.
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